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November 22nd 1963 –November 22nd 2013-11

 A tribute to John Fitzgerald ‘s assassination in Dallas, TX, 50th anniversary

Some facts about a great president in the USA by grades 5A and 5B

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was born in Brookline, Massachussets on May 29th 1917, he was the son of Joseph Patrick Kennedy and Rose Elizabeth Fitzgerald. His grand parents on both sides were the children of immigrants from Ireland. He had three brothers: Joe his older brother, he was killed in 1944 in action during the second world war in Europe and his younger brothers: Edward Moore kennedy nicknamed “Ted” and Robert Francis Kennedy nicknamed “ Bobby”.
Both brothers were in politics too and  “Bobby” was  also assassinated  shorly after John.

Before he became president of the United States , he ran as a senator and won the 1952 election. He met  his wife Jacqueline Bouvier in 1953 at a dinner party, she had Irish ancestors too on her mother’s side and French on her father’s. At that time she worked as a photographer for the Washington Times Herald.. They had two children together: Caroline and John, also nicknamed “John John”, when their dad died they were 6 and 3 years-old.

Jacky Kennedy lived as a book editor after her husband’s death and she died in 1994, she’s buried in Arlington cemetery in Washington DC next to her husband. Unfortunately John John died too in a plane crash in 1999, so Caroline is the only child still alive in the family.
John Kennedy was famous because he was the first  Roman catholic and the youngest man to become president of the USA, he officially became the 35th president of the USA on January 20th 1961. When he was president  he adopted a domestic program named “New frontier” which  encouraged funding for education and medical care for the poor and the elderly, he also defended civil rights and tried to end racial discrimination in the south of the United States.
But he didn’t hold the office for a long time, after 3 years as a president, he was assassinated while he was campaigning for the 1964 election in Dallas ,Texas. He was shot dead in his car at 12.30 p.m on Friday, November 22nd 1963, he was only 46 when he died.
The police arrested a suspect: Lee  Harvey Oswald, an employee of the Texas School Book Depository, but he denied the shooting and before his trial took place he was killed himself.

The Warren commission in charge of the investigation  on the assassination finally acknowledged that Oswald was the only culprit but some people thought that there was a conspiracy against President Kennedy, nobody knows who really did it!

Just like president Barack Obama , John Kennedy was a democrat, Obama took inspiration from Kennedy’s political ideas and they have much in common, both were young , had glamourous wives and brought  significant changes to their country when they won the election, Kennedy was the first Roman catholic of Irish descent and Obama was the first Afro-American  of African descent to be elected. “Yes John Kennedy was ready for change and could change his country but died too early and yes , Barack Obama is ready and can change his country” so the first lady said…
We are looking forward to welcoming President Obama and the first lady here in Ouistreham soon.
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